
 
 
 
 
The National Requirement:  The Nation requires a process for 
licensing commercial remote sensing space systems in order to 
promote our technology competitiveness and economic security, 
while ensuring satellite operation is consistent with our national 
security, intelligence, and foreign policy needs.  U.S. companies 
are facing unprecedented competition from non-U.S. companies, 
which often receive a subsidy from their host government and may 
benefit from unfair trade advantages.  These competitors may also 
not be constrained by the same legal and regulatory restrictions 
placed on U.S.-licensed systems. 
   
NOAA’s Response:  NOAA licenses commercial remote sensing 
space systems and performs associated monitoring and compliance 
pursuant to the Secretary of Commerce’s statutory responsibilities, 
further delegated to NOAA.  In issuing licenses, NOAA must 
consult with the Secretary of Defense and the Secretary of State on 
issues relating to national security and foreign policy, respectively.  
During national security or foreign policy crises, the Secretary of 
Commerce may interrupt routine commercial operations upon a 
determination of the Secretary of Defense or Secretary of State.  

The current estimated global market for remote sensing imagery 
and services is between $1.5 billion and $3 billion dollars annually 
with dramatic growth expected in the future due to improvements 
in information technologies and e-commerce.  U.S. companies will 
provide exciting new sources of environmental data and products, 
which will strengthen and safeguard our economic infrastructure 
and protect our natural resources.  
 
Major monitoring and compliance activities supported by NOAA 
include review of quarterly license reports, on-site inspections, 
audits, license violation enforcement, and implementation of 
shutter control in national security and foreign policy crisis 
situations. 
 
Financing:  The FY 2003 Budget includes $1.2 million for the 
Commercial Remote Sensing Licensing Program.   The requested 
funding will support a commercial remote sensing licensing and 
enforcement program for the review of satellite license 
applications, and activities regarding the implementation of shutter 
control over commercial systems to ensure that our Nation can 
respond to commercial remote sensing security issues in national 
security and foreign policy crisis situations.   
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